Thank You MEP's, Thank you fibromyalgia supporters !

Today, December 16th 2008, the written declaration 69/2008 about fibromyalgia reached the quotum to be accepted by the European Parliament. This acceptance means that the first but important step on a long way to get fibromyalgia recognised in all the European countries has been taken. The awareness of the condition of fibromyalgia by the members of the European Parliament could be an example for national politicians for actively addressing their national governments. ENFA and their members are more than willing to support such activities. 
More news will follow later. 
Declaration

A written declaration is a text of a maximum of 200 words on a matter falling within the European Union's sphere of activities. Written declarations are printed in all the official languages, distributed and entered in a register. Members of the European Parliament can use written declarations to launch or relaunch a debate on a subject that comes within the EU's remit. 

Written declarations: adoption procedure

A group of up to five MEPs can submit a written declaration by presenting a text to be signed by their colleagues. If the declaration is signed by a majority of the MEPs, it is forwarded to the President, who announces it in plenary. At the end of the part-session, the declaration is forwarded to the institutions named in the text, together with the names of the signatories. It is included in the minutes of the sitting at which it is announced. Publication in the minutes closes the procedure. 

Written declarations: distribution

Written declarations are printed and posted on a board at the entrance to the Chambers in Strasbourg and Brussels. declarations are also published on Parliament's website. 

Written declarations: time limit for adoption

Declarations lapse after three months in the register if they have not been signed by at least half the MEPs. 

On the 1st of September, Ms Dickute, Ms Brepoels, Ms Sinnott, Mr. Popa and Mr. Adamou launched a written declaration on Fibromyalgia number 69/2008. 

This written declaration will lapse after the 4th of December 2008. During that period of time 01.09.2008 to 04.12.2008, 393 Members of the European Parliament needs to be sign the declaration. 
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0069/2008
Written declaration on fibromyalgia
The European Parliament,

–
having regard to Rule 116 of its Rules of Procedure,

A.
whereas nearly 14 million persons in the EU and 1 to 3 % of the general population worldwide suffer from fibromyalgia, a debilitating condition resulting in chronic widespread pain, 

B.
whereas the WHO has recognised fibromyalgia as a disease since 1992, but it is still not coded in the official index of conditions in the EU, which excludes patients from formal diagnosis,

C.
whereas patients with fibromyalgia make more GP visits, have more specialist referrals, are issued more sick notes and receive more in-patient services, and thus generate a considerable economic burden for Europe,

D.
whereas people with fibromyalgia struggle to lead full and independent lives, unless they have access to appropriate treatment and support,
1.
Calls on the Commission and the Council to: 

–
develop a Community strategy on fibromyalgia in order to recognise this condition as a disease;

–
help raise awareness of the condition and facilitate access to information for health professionals and patients, by supporting European and national awareness campaigns;

–
encourage Member States to improve access to diagnosis and treatment;

–
facilitate research on fibromyalgia through the work programmes of the EU 7th Framework Programme for Research and future research programmes;

–
facilitate the development of programmes for collecting data on fibromyalgia;

2.
Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the signatories, to the Council, the Commission and the parliaments of the Member States.
